REVIVAL   OF   ' HAMLET.'                        l t j
also was rated as a high authority on all Shakespearian matters. He published an elaborate Study of Hamlet, and later induced Irving to join him in an ambitious edition of Shakespeare, which has recently been completed. He was also a passionate bibliomaniac, though not a very judicious one, lacking the necessary restraint and judgment. He had somewhat of a troubled course, like so many a London litterateur.
In this introduction was furnished a short and reasonable justification for such changes as were made in the play, which opened up an interesting question as to the limits of the licence which the arranger may take. I have always thought that this liberty is conceded, in the very largeness and fine generality with which the Bard marks out his scenes. At a critical moment no one will think of the locality, or of its divisions, decorations, etc. The Bard did not care to ticket his scenes, "a church" or "hall," etc.; he entrusted it to the arranger or actor, subject to the one law, that it was to be in harmony with, and subservient to, the broad lines of the whole and of its intellectual purpose; and if the sequence of the intellectual processes be not strained or interrupted, it maybe held that a manager has full powers to omit scenes, or alter the order of the scenes.
At this time the average theatrical criticism, from lack of suitable stimulant to excite it, was not nearly so discriminating as it is now, when there is a body of well-trained, capable men, who sign their names and carry out their duty with much freedom and independ-ment half-a-dozen times befor she found courage to go home.
